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Toothed Downingia  Downingia cuspidata
David Chipping 

Those of you who attended our general meeting on May 2 will have heard of my request to have people go to Paso Robles, and more 
specifically, a field behind Lowes Hardware north of Highway 46E, to check out a reported vernal pool containing Downingia. Dr. 
Keil and Marlin Harms went up the next day and found a few flowers remaining in a small dried-up pool, but Dr. Keil then went out 
to the Paso Robles airport and found two healthy populations of the plant on airport land bordering the runway. With luck these 
populations will be protected, unlike the fate of a majority of pools that have been graded to oblivion in vineyards.

Edward Lee Greene (left) and Andrew 
Jackson Browning (right). 

Greene’s name shows up more than a 
hundred times in Dr. Keil’s Flora, 
mostly in association with the 
Asteraceae, where, for example, he 
defined the numerous species of 
Agoseris and Centromadia. He also 
described the taxonomy of the pond 
lily, poison oak, salt grass and others. 

These pretty flowers belong to the Campanulaceae, the Bellflower Family, 
which also includes the genera Nemacladus, Githopsis, Campanula, 
Heterocodon and Triodanis. We have one other Downingia in the County, the 
maroon-spotted downingia, Downingia concolor var. concolor, reported by 
Dr. Keil from a vernal pool on the coastal terrace north of Arroyo de la Cruz. 
I have never seen it in the vernal pools east of the Washburn Campground in 
San Simeon State Park. Another plant, Downingia bella, occurs just south of 
SLO County along Cerro Noroeste Road just south of Carrizo Plain National 
Monument.

The plant’s genus was named by Edward Lee Greene (1843-1915) after 
Andrew Jackson Browning (1818-1852), a famed American landscape 
designer. Greene was the first professor of botany at U.C. Berkeley, but in 
1895 he left the university after a fight over plant nomenclature, decamping 
with his herbarium which went to the Smithsonian Institution.

Downingia concolor Photo: Stan Shebs: Wikimedia Commons

COVER: Downingia cuspidata from Paso Robles: David Keil

EVERYTHING HAS ITS PLACE IN THE WORLD

The blue bottle fly or bottlebee (Calliphora vomitoria) is a common blow-fly found in most 
areas of the world and, as the name suggests, is most often seen buzzing around dead animals 
upon whom it lays its eggs.  The larvae of the fly feed on the corpses, but later pupate into the 
bright, shiny, blue fly adults that feed on nectar. Adults are pollinators to some flowers with 
strong odor, including Lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia). So maybe the loudly buzzing fly is 
not as yucky as you might think, doing its part to keep that ground free of dead animals and 
pollinating our plants.
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Title: McLeod Scholarship Winners - Three vignettes by student researchers!
Abstract: Three master's students from Cal Poly will present their ongoing research on California native plants. 

Chapter Monthly Program
Thursday, June 6th,  San Luis Obispo Vets Hall

(corner of Mill St. and Grand Ave)
 Juncus Workshop 6 pm; Social Gathering 7pm; 

 Business and Program Starts 7:30pm.

CNPS-SLO Mini-Keying Workshop:

Rushes!
•	 Free pre-meeting keying workshop

•	 June 6, 2024, 6-7 pm*, SLO Vets Hall

•	 Facilitated by Mindy Trask and Melinda Elster 

•	 Learn about key characteristics to identify rushes

•	 Practice keying rush species collected from our area

•	 Bring your Flora of SLO County**, a 10x hand lens, narrow pointed dissection tool, and headlamp

* Desktop seating is limited – please arrive a few minutes early

** Copies of the key to Juncaceae will be provided if you don’t yet have the flora
 Juncus phaeocephalus  David Chipping

Sam Balthazard is studying sudden oak death as a driver of ecological change via its impact on 
California’s coastal forest canopies and understory plant communities. Sam uses long-term 
monitoring data to investigate overstory and understory community shifts to understand how 
sudden oak death is modifying California forests. This work will be used to better prioritize 
management strategies. 

Avin Niknafs   is studying a rare species and its close relative, Erythranthe 
serpenticola and Erythranthe guttata, which co-occur at Laguna Lake in San Luis 
Obispo, CA. Interestingly, the two species are completely interfertile in the 
greenhouse and overlap in flowering time in the field, meaning gene flow is 
possible.  Avin seeks to test whether these two species are locally adapted to their 
respective micro-environments at Laguna Lake (rock outcrop vs. perennial 
serpentine seep). Her work will contribute to our understanding of how species 
differences are maintained by natural selection in the face of ongoing gene flow.                        

Magdalene Lo   is exploring the role of plant pigments in 
adaptation to soil and drought.    She is using focal species 
Linanthus parviflorus from High School Hill in San Luis Obispo, 
which exists in two petal color morphs: pink and white. 
Magdalene is testing whether pink pigments provide fitness advantages in harsh serpentine 
soil and drier climate conditions relative to unpigmented plants. Her work will inform our 
understanding of the role of trait variation in allowing plants to persist across variable soils 
and drought conditions in California, a topic of high relevance to predicting and managing 
populations under climate change.
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News from the Cambria Forest
The April 12th meeting of the Cambria Forest Committee brought up several issues of interest to CNPS.  There  is a proposed 
September Bioblitz for Pollinators involving Friends of Fiscalini Ranch, Greenspace, and Camp Ocean Pines. San Luis Obispo Fire 
Safe Council has received $6.7 million for vegetation treatments in the Cambria forest. Chair Crosby Schwartz expressed some 
concern that the Cambria Community Service District’s 2024 Fire Hazard Reduction Program, which allows vegetation treatment on 
undeveloped parcels, might be needlessly applied to parcels deep within conservation areas such as Fern Canyon. Schwartz expressed 
concern that the Land Conservancy of San Luis Obispo may be unaware of this troubling possibility.

Kara Woodruff on Diablo Canyon Lands
As for the Diablo Canyon Lands, as many of you know, they are comprised of three separate units:  North Ranch, South Ranch, and 
Wild Cherry Canyon.  While the future ownership and accessibility of South Ranch may be dependent on the fate of Diablo Canyon's 
operations, that is less so the case with North Ranch (which already has the Point Buchon Trail) and not the case with Wild Cherry 
Canyon.  
 
At Wild Cherry Canyon (a 2400-acre property), that land is currently under litigation between Eureka Energy (a subsidiary of PG&E) 
and HomeFed, the developers who hold two long-term leases on the land.  Eureka Energy claims that the leases are invalid and that, 
therefore, it owns the land free and clear.  HomeFed claims that the leases are valid and gives it control of the land for some 150 more 
years.   At trial court, Eureka Energy prevailed; the matter is now on appeal.   Once that litigation is settled, that property could be 
purchased by a conservation entity, regardless of when Diablo closes.   Right now, Senator Laird and Assemblymember Addis are 
advocating to keep funding in the budget to acquire Wild Cherry Canyon once the litigation settles.  Fingers crossed that after 25 years 
of efforts, this land can finally be conserved and made available for sustainable public access.  For more information about the Diablo 
Canyon Lands, visit www.diablocanyonlands.org
 
Also, as far as the coastal trail on the Diablo Coast, the State Coastal Conservancy is in the final stages of hiring a consultant to create 
conservation easement documents across all 12,000 acres of the Diablo Canyon Lands, undertake pre-acquisition tasks for Wild 
Cherry Canyon (appraisal, title report, enviro site assessment), conduct public and tribal outreach, and create maps for proposed 
coastal trail locations.

... and, speaking of Diablo, Dr. Keil shares pictures of a very 
narrow endemic, Poa diaboli, in Montana de Oro State Park

The Consortium of California Herbaria have 19 location citations for this perennial bluegrass, most of which are on Crowbar Canyon 
on PG&E lands. On adjacent Montana de Oro State Park is has been found on the west side of Valencia Peak after fire, and along the 
Rattlesnake Flats Trail on a shaded north-facing slope. It has been found on a similar shaded slope on the Hazard Peak Trail. The latest 
photographs below were made by Dr. Keil on the Reservoir Flats Trail on May 5th.

https://www.diablocanyonlands.org/
https://www.diablocanyonlands.org/
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2024 Sudden Oak Death Blitz    May 24th-28th

Sudden Oak Death (SOD), a serious exotic disease, is threatening the survival of tanoak and several oak species in coastal forests 
of California, between Del Norte and Monterey Counties. The disease spreads during wet years on leaves of California bay laurels 
and tanoaks.

The presence of SOD symptomatic bay leaves generally precedes oak infections. Therefore timely detection of the disease on bay 
laurel leaves is key. SOD blitzes inform and educate the community about SOD, get local citizen scientists involved in detecting 
the disease on bay laurel and tanoak leaves, and produce detailed local maps of disease distribution. Additionally, the samples 
collected during the SOD blitzes allow for genetic screening to detect if a new and more aggressive variant of the disease is 
present. Given the amount of rainfall in 2024, SOD is expected to be spreading and may have arrived at a site near you.

Currently we do not have SOD on vegetation in San Luis Obispo County, but it is very close and surveying symptomatic bay 
laurels is critical so we can act promptly if found. If you want to be part of the solution, become a volunteer at one of the 2024

SOD Blitzes: schedule, locations, and other info at sodblitz.org

Please register with us locally in order for enough collecting packets to be made available. 

Registration: https://ucanr.edu/sodblitz2024 

On-Line Training for Collectors www.sodblitz.org 

Packet Pickup & Drop-off Locations:
 San Luis Obispo Agricultural Commissioner’s Office – 2156 Sierra Way # A, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. Drive around to 
the parking lot in the back. Follow signs and look for plastic bin near back door by the picnic table on the Johnson Ave side of the 
building. Hours: Friday, May 24th after 1:00PM through Tuesday morning, May 28th at 10:00AM – Available ALL HOURS.
–San Luis Obispo Agriculture Department in Templeton - 350 N Main St, Templeton, CA 93465. Bin will be located outside 
by the front doors. • Hours: Friday, May 24th after 1:00PM through Tuesday morning, May 28th at 10:00AM – Available ALL 
HOURS.
Collecting – Saturday, Sunday & Monday – May 25, 26, 27. All of the materials necessary for the training and the collecting 
will be provided. PACKETS WILL BE PICKED UP AT EACH LOCATION BY 10:00AM ON TUESDAY MAY 28th

http://www.sodblitz.org
http://www.sodblitz.org
https://ucanr.edu/sodblitz2024
https://ucanr.edu/sodblitz2024
http://www.sodblitz.org
http://www.sodblitz.org


6

Blochman’s Dudleya (Dudleya blochmaniae subsp. blochmaniae) at the SLO Botanic 
Garden           Melissa Mooney and Marti Rutherford            

Blochman’s dudleya is a low succulent plant that appears after first rains, grows to about 6 inches tall, and flowers in April and May as the 
weather dries and the leaves start withering.  It is typically found on very shallow soils, or in rocky serpentine areas. Populations have been 
found throughout the Chorro Valley, near Bishop Peak and in the Irish Hills.

              Fleshy green leaves. of young plants (Rutherford).    Withered leaves and flowers of older plants (Mooney).

Marti and Melissa began surveying the San Luis Obispo Botanic Garden (SLOBG) “Signature”  Garden last year. This 150-acre area lies 
between the main developed botanic garden at El Chorro Regional Park and Camp San Luis Obispo, on the north side of Highway 1 in the 
Chorro Valley. From January to September of 2023, over at least 10 field visits, we catalogued the flora of the area and mapped Blochman’s 
dudleya locations, in addition to other native vegetation in the area. We noted over thirty locations (depending on how you map the 
occurrences) where the dudleya occurs, and roughly mapped another 15 or so areas containing native grassland or wildflower vegetation 
within the basic Grassland footprint of the area. The species list currently stands at approximately 180 taxa, and includes native species such 
as Primula clevelandii, Allium haematochiton, Bloomeria crocea, Micranthes californica, and Viola pedunculata.

It is worth noting that much of the 150-acre “Signature”  area is dominated by weedy, non-native species such as short-pod mustard, Italian 
thistle, tocalote, fennel, and false brome, in addition to other non-native species, yet the site also contains some excellent but small stands of 
native grasslands containing meadow barley, bluegrass, California melic grass, purple needlegrass, and/or California oatgrass. We even found 
one area dominated by the clay mariposa lily, Calochortus argillosus.

The Garden hopes to expand into the “Signature”  area and is developing an updated Master Plan and additional trails. Part of our motivation is 
to document sensitive areas that can be used in the planning process. We have been working with both staff and volunteers at the Garden, and 
welcome additional participants. The Garden has committed to protecting rock outcrops and has mapped many of these areas. Contact Marti 
or Melissa to help out. 

Left: Flags marking the boundaries of Dudleya blochmaniae at Area 11 at SLOBG (Rutherford). Right: Marti Rutherford at another of the larger 
populations at SLOBG, Area 3 (Mooney).
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LOOKING BACK: WHAT THE OLD JUNE NEWSLETTERS TELL US

June 2014: The drought was still the main issue as the drought continued. We examined the Final Supplemental Regulations for 
Carrizo Plain National Monument, and found no significant issues with its limited content. We were also evaluating fast-track 
CEQA evaluation for alternative energy projects. Jenn Yost presented on preparing herbarium specimens.

June 2004: CNPS was involved in critiquing the ongoing update to the Estero Planning Area’s General Plan. We were 
concerned that water supply on the Nipomo Mesa was in jeopardy. Planning documents for Los Padres National Forest were 
released, with their preferred project being the OHV-friendly worst of the alternatives being presented.

June 1994: A conservation plan for Burton Mesa was being prepared for Santa Barbara County. We were watching the 
conservation management plan for Morro Bay, and the creation of the Los Osos Greenbelt through Morro Estuary Greenbelt 
Alliance. We were working against Sycamore Hot Springs plans to build in the floodplain. Our chapter was part of the City of 
San Luis Obispo Environmental Task Force on developing the city greenbelt, and getting opposition from the business 
community.

June 1984: No newsletter, but the June meeting featured Dr. Shirley Sparling on Plants and Pollinators, and Mary Coffeen on 
Earthwatch. Chapter president Tim Gaskin organized a 'Presidents Special Weekender' to Mount Pinos.

June 1974: A number of articles featured Kathleen and Gaylord Jones on dune protection, including Memorial Day sign 
placement at Coreopsis Hill. The Natural Areas Coordinating Council for the Central Coast, headed by Dr. Robert Rodin was 
seeking areas worthy of special protection.

Lichen of the Month- Trapeliopsis glaucopholis

Lepechinia calycina from the La Panza Grade: 
Photo: D. Chipping

This lichen is found in both Alta and Baja California, looking a 
bit like a greenish to whitish cauliflower. This was photographed 
on one of the sea stacks on the Estero Bluffs coastal terrace, but 
has also been found at Three Bridges Preserve in Atascadero and 
in the hills near Hi Mountain.

Pitcher Sage   Lepechinia calycina
Lepechinia calycina, California Pitcher Sage, was first collected in this county in 
1897 by Lorenzo Dow Jared from near Estrella, named then as Sphacele calycina. In 
1902 it was collected on the La Panza Grade by Alice Eastwood, and labeled 
Sphacele blochmanae.  There are several herbarium collections from near Rinconada 
Trail, which is a good place to see the plant. It is found along both forks of the trail 
starting south from the trailhead. Calscape describes the plant as “5-8’ tall and 3-6' 
wide evergreen perennial or shrub with white digitalis-like flowers in April to June. 
Pitcher Sage is native to chaparral areas in central and southern California where it 
can live in most aspects and exposures.”  It is found along the central coast from 
Mendocino County to Ventura County, as well as portions of the Coast Ranges and 
Sierra foothills. There is a transition to Lepechinia fragrans in Ventura County which 
is very similar. Both plants are strongly scented. The only known Native American 
use seems to have been by the Miwok as a tea to cure headache and fevers, and as a 
chew used as a tonic. The Mission Herbal of Mission San Antonio de Padua listed 
plant use as a remedy for paralysis and rheumatism, and the Spanish called the plant 
Yerba de Jara. Neither Pat Anderson nor Jan Timbrook mention the plant in their 
ethnobotany texts. Essential oils taken from strong smelling members of the mint 
family may be used as bioagents against pests, which seems to be their natural 
function in the plants.
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The Mysterious Mr. Jared
David Chipping

As stated on the previous page, Lepechinia calycina, California Pitcher Sage, was first collected in this county in 1897 by Lorenzo Dow 
Jared. Mr. Jared’s name appears on over 100 herbarium sheets that were collected in SLO County from 1877 to 1903, nearly all of the 
sheets to be found at the California Academy of Sciences or at the Jepson Herbarium. Alice Eastwood labeled a Jared 1900 collection 
from Estrella as Peucedanum jaredi, the name later invalidated and changed to Lomatium dasycarpum, Eastwood also accepted his 
collection of Navarretia as Navarretia jaredii, the name formalized by Townshend Brandegee  but Jared lost that name as well in favor 
of Navarretia nigelliformis. A great majority of Jared’s collections were from the Estrella area, and also from the Carrizo Plain, with just 
a couple from outside of SLO County. I have not found historical evidence of his living presence in the Estrella area. One lasting 
memory of Jared’s name exists today in the form of Lepidium jaredii, Jared’s peppergrass, that is best represented on the floor of the 
Carrizo Plain south of Soda Lake. Jared collected it and Eastwood named it in his honor. You can see the largest display of light yellow 
Lepidium jaredii ssp. jaredii along Panorama Road in early spring, where it occupies a friable soil with a high salt and gypsum content 
that was once part of the lake floor of a larger Soda Lake. Another white subspecies, Lepidium jaredii ssp. album, is found on clays of 
the Moreno Formation in the Panoche Valley.

Left: Light yellow Lepidium jaredii on Panorama Road during a superbloom, with deeper yellow Lasthenia in the distance (Steve Schubert) Right: Detail 
of Lepidium jaredii (David Chipping)

Flowering Season Too Short? At least it’s not 2013
Mardi Niles shared this photo of a CNPS Field Trip to Shell Creek on April 
6, 2013, during one of the longest droughts experienced in recent years. Up 
to that point of that year, the CalPoly rain gauge only received 3.14 inches 
of rain.

CNPS-SLO Facilitates 2ND 
Printing of Dr. Keil’s 

VASCULAR PLANTS OF 
SLO COUNTY

IT WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE 
JUNE CHAPTER MEETING! 
AVAILABLE FROM OUR WEBSITE 
ON/AFTER JUNE 6TH

Welcome to our New 
Retail Sales Manager

Join us in extending a hearty 
WELCOME to Joyce Bauerle, the new 
chapter Book & T-shirt Sales Manager! 
Joyce loves books and native plants. 
Some of you may have met Joyce at the 
Cambria Wildflower Show or at the May 
chapter meeting. You will have a chance 
to meet her at the June meeting, so stop 
at the table and say hello! 

https://pacificstreetpublishing.com/shop/vascular-plants-of-san-luis-obispo-county-california
https://pacificstreetpublishing.com/shop/vascular-plants-of-san-luis-obispo-county-california
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News from the Seed Side
Seed gathering season has definitely begun. On my free mornings, after the sun has dried a bit of the moisture but before the winds 
come up,  I wander the garden, paper lunch bags in hand.  Some of my earlier blooming poppies are mature enough to pick.  They will 
be popping on the table behind my computer in the days to come.  I like the sound.  There is energy there.  If the bag is not securely 
closed, it surprises me how far away the escapees can be found.   

I stop to look at the Clarkias which are blooming gloriously right now. The bees are buzzing around them happily.   It will be weeks 
before seeds are ready.  I was surprised to see some of the different forms of Clarkia.  It had always seemed to me that it was only the 
C. unguiculata that was self-sowing.  But I am finding some of the C. purpurea in its different forms.  I cut pieces of colored yarn to 
mark which is which because once the flowers are gone I can not yet tell the plants apart.  Red for wine cup, white for four spot, green 
for purpurea.  

I have gathered the few Layia that the wind has not carried around.  Layia did not do well for me so I am hoping others can contribute.  
I am hoping to have enough to plant some next year, but don’t have much to share.  Heuchera, especially H. maxima, seem very 
generous.  I will have lots of those.

I am almost done with Claytonia.  I have found a method that works to capture more of the seeds this year.  I purchased some tight 
mesh bags and have corralled the entire plant in one bag.  I gently untie it several times a week to gather the seeds that are in the bag.  I 
will have enough to share at the seed exchange and maybe enough for seed sales.

I have no Lupine to gather, but I am pretty sure the mesh bag trick would work well on those plants. You just need to make sure the 
seeds don’t escape out the bottom, perhaps by tilting the plant a bit, perhaps by putting a small rock in the bag?

Other plants I am watching.  I was more than a little disappointed to find that cows trampled the Sidalcea that was looking like it would 
give lots of seeds.  But I have a few other plants so perhaps I will have some seed of those.  The plant is not dead so there is always 
next year.  Gardeners are hopeful.

This will be the last seed article until the issue right before the seed exchange held at the October meeting.  Please plan on attending 
and contributing whatever you can, cleaned (preferably), or not. Just be sure to label your collections with genus and species and 
location. 

 You also may find that wandering the garden, watching the plants develop is a wonderful way to enjoy native plants.  I suspect it makes 
us much more aware of the benefits of our natives.  

                                                                                    Marti Rutherford

Membership Corner
We would like to acknowledge the support our Chapter has received since September 2023 from 
members listed below. Welcome and thank you to our new CNPS-SLO members. Thank you to our 
renewing members. You are the life-blood of our Chapter and the California Native Plant Society. For 
membership-related issues, please contact LynneDee (lynnedee.slo.cnps@gmail.com).

Aimie O., Albert N., Andrea V., Andres H., Ann K., Anne L., Anthony B., Barbara R., Beth S., Beverly 
H., Blaze E., Bob H., Bonnie T., Brian B., Bryce K., Calvin R., Carl O., Carol T., Carole T.P., Carolyn F., 
Charles B., Charlotte C., Charlotte G., Cheryl W., Christina B.H., Colleen G., Courtney N., Damon G., 
Dan L., Daniel A., Daniel G., Deanna M., Debbie Jo B., Delia H., Diane H., Diane M., Dominic R., Don 
G., Douglas S., Dylan W., Elaine S., Elizabeth W., Ellen N., Eric H., Erik V.D., Erin N., Gaby L., Gary 
R., Gary W., George B., George P., Haley Y., Hartmut W., Heather R., Holly S., Jaimie P., Janet P., 
Jeanette A., Jeff K., Jesse T., Jim S., Joe F., John C., John E., John H., John S., Jose E.A., Joyce B., 
Karen W., Kate H., Kate V.D., Kathlene H.G., Kathryn B., Kathy C., Keenan H., Ken L., Kristen N., 
Kristie S., Kristy G., Larry K., Laura A., Laura B., Laura G., Lee P., Leif B., Leslie W., Liana H., Linda 
G., Lisa D., Lisa M., Lisa V.S., Loren G., Lynda F., Lynn D., Madeline F., Madison C., Marcia W., Mardi 
N., Marie A., Marjorie E., Mark C., Marlin H., Mary Pat H., Melissa R., Michael K., Michael M., 
Michael P., Milly B., Monica C., Nancy H., Nancy H.C., Nancy M., Nita F., Pam T., Pamela C., Pamela 
R., Patricia A., Patricia P., Patrick F., Patrick W., Peggy B., Peggy H., Peter S., Philip S., Rachel F., 
Rhonda R.P., Robert C., Robert R., Rogan T., Ronald T., Russell H., Ryan N., Samuel B., Sarah R., Sarah 
T., Serena W., Sharon B., Shirley B., Staci T., Steve C., Susan M., Susan R., Susanne B., Suzette G., 
Teresa L., Teresa R., Tim M., Vicki M., Wallace M., Wendy F., William B., William L., Willy C., and, 
last but not least: Zachary T.

mailto:lynnedee.slo.cnps@gmail.com
mailto:lynnedee.slo.cnps@gmail.com


CNPS INVITED TO JOIN MORRO COAST AUDUBON
Monday, June 24th, 2024 @ 5 pm

El Chorro Regional Park, Dairy Creek Group Area
a Short Program: 

Conservation Ranching & How it Benefits Grassland Ecosystems with 
Daniel Sinton and Grace Ferguson

MCAS Birding Field Trip & Annual June Picnic 
Monday, June 24th, 2024    Dairy Creek Group Area, El Chorro Regional Park

     Informal birding walk: 5:00-6:00 pm  2961 Dairy Creek Rd., SLO
     Picnic & talk: 6:00 -7:15 pm   

Location Details: The Dairy Creek Group area is the third group area on your left as you drive into the park (across the street from 
the SLO Botanical Garden Children’s Garden). The closest restrooms are located at the Lupine Group Day Use Area or near the 
entrance to the park. This is an ADA accessible group area.Please let us know if you are planning on attending, and how many 
hamburgers you would like us to prepare for your party by clicking on the link below:
 

RSVP HERE 
Here is the complete link if you need it: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UO77j8tmfNTOs_3rI913H8m92dMKXFQwC5Y2Cpr_QQE

Picnic Details:
Bring a dish to share (w/serving utensils), and your own reusable table setting (plate, cup, flatware, etc.), in addition to a picnic 
tablecloth if you have one. If you’d rather not share, bring your own meal, or have a hamburger on us (see below for details). Assorted 
beverages and cookies will be provided by MCAS hospitality.  This year, MCAS, in conjunction with the CA Audubon Conservation 
Ranching Program, will be providing BBQ’d hamburgers made with CA Audubon Certified Bird Friendly beef for anyone interested. 
RSVP requested for this so we know how many to plan for (see link above).

Program: Conservation Ranching & How it Benefits Grassland Ecosystems
Daniel Sinton, part of the family that owns and operates both the Avenales and the Shell Creek Ranch (of Shell Creek wildflower 
fame) and Grace Ferguson from CA Audubon Conservation Ranching Program will be on hand to talk about how this program 
benefits grassland ecosystems, including birds. 

Nationwide, grassland bird populations have fallen 53% since 1970 according to the Cornell Ornithological Lab. A study of 35 
Audubon-certified ranches in the Northern Great Plains from 2016–2019, however, showed that bird populations on those lands 
increased by an average of 35 percent. One ranch in Wyoming showed an increase of 180%. Even if you are not a beef eater, you 
might want to find ways to support this initiative that has the potential to stem the losses of these birds.

Birding Field Trip:
Prior to the Picnic, an informal birding field trip around El Chorro Regional Park led by Torrey Gage-Tomlinson and Mark Mushkat will 
be held from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Join Torrey and Mark for a late afternoon walk through the varied habitats and surrounding environs 
of El Chorro Regional Park. 

This short bird walk will be over gentle terrain and will begin and end in the Dairy Creek Group area in time for the Morro Coast 
Audubon Annual Picnic! People of all birding skills are welcome. Some of the species we might expect to see include White-tailed 
Kite, Red-shouldered Hawk, California Quail, Western Scrub-jay, Western Bluebird, Black-headed Grosbeak, and Bullock's Oriole. 
Bring your own binoculars and take a casual stroll with fellow birders. No signups are required for this birding walk. 
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California Invasive Plant 
Council

Find out more about Cal-IPPC by visiting 
their web site https://www.cal-ipc.org/. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UO77j8tmfNTOs_3rI913H8m92dMKXFQwC5Y2Cpr_QQE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UO77j8tmfNTOs_3rI913H8m92dMKXFQwC5Y2Cpr_QQE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UO77j8tmfNTOs_3rI913H8m92dMKXFQwC5Y2Cpr_QQE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UO77j8tmfNTOs_3rI913H8m92dMKXFQwC5Y2Cpr_QQE
https://www.cal-ipc.org/.
https://www.cal-ipc.org/.
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CNPS Outings for June 2024

Saturday, June 1st, 2024, 9:30 am, a visit to the Burton Mesa Ecological Reserve, 
located near Lompoc, CA.

 
This Reserve consists of 5,368 acres situated between the Purisima Hills and the Santa Ynez Mountains, and encompasses 
one of the last significant stands of maritime chaparral in the state. Our guide at the Burton Mesa will be Tim Matthews, the 
local ecologist for the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.Meet in the Village Market parking lot, just off Hwy 1, on 
Constellation Road in Vandenberg Village (34.700383, -120.468328). Bring adequate water, food, and dress in layers for the 
weather; a hat and sturdy shoes is advised. For carpooling from the San Luis Obispo area, meet at the Halcyon Park & Ride, 
located on the south side of Hwy 101 at the Halcyon Rd. exit at 8:45 am (35.123094, -120.590477). Please sign the Liability 
Waiver and register for this event on our website. For more information contact Bill Waycott, (805) 459-2103

Saturday, June 15th, 10:00 am, Recurve Flats near Arroyo De La Cruz, northwest 
SLO County. 

This field trip will visit one of the “hottest” spots for botanical diversity in San Luis Obispo Co. Our leader D.R. “Doc” 
Miller will walk us through an area that features a variety of plant communities and a number of endemics, found only in a 
relatively small area. Meet at the Washburn Day Use Area near San Simeon Creek Campground at 9:30 am (35.594592, 
-121.123968). From there, we will caravan to the Recurve Flats area. Dress in layers for the weather; bring water and snacks/
lunch, a hat, and sturdy shoes is advised. For carpooling from the San Luis Obispo area, meet in the Santa Rosa Park parking 
lot at 8:30 am (35.289435, -120.665545). For more information contact Bill Waycott, (805) 459-2103.

Views of Burton Mesa by Bill Waycott

TO SIGN LIABILITY WAIVER CLICK LINK BELOW OR COPY AND PASTE THE LINK BELOW INTO YOUR BROWSER

https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-
Burton%20Mesa%20Ecological%20Reserve%20HIKE-2024

Saturday, June 22nd, 9.30-11:30 am, Family Sketch and Plant Hike - Three Bridges 
Preserve, Atascadero

What is there to see when it’s blazing hot? Lots! The trees are cool and shady, and there may still be water in the creek! Some 
plants are sleeping (summer dormant), but some are still blooming and there’s always birds, insects, maybe even mammals. 
This is an easy loop trail where we’ll stop and draw and name a few plants. It’s aimed at 5-10 year olds, but all are welcome. 
Art materials are provided and you can take your sketchbook home.  For more information contact Bill Waycott, (805) 
459-2103. Contact Judy Johnson-Williams for more info: judy_j-w@ix.netcom.com

https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-
Recurve%20Flats%20near%20Arroyo%20de%20la%20Cruz%20Hike-2024&eventDate=2024-06-15T23:59:59.999Z

https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-
Three%20Bridges%20June%20Sketch%20Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-06-22T23:59:59.999Z

TO SIGN LIABILITY WAIVER CLICK LINK BELOW OR COPY AND PASTE THE LINK BELOW INTO YOUR BROWSER

TO SIGN LIABILITY WAIVER CLICK LINK BELOW OR COPY AND PASTE THE LINK BELOW INTO YOUR BROWSER
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AN ODE TO TREES
by John Doyle

To start, I thought I’d reference a book by Colin Tudge, The Tree.  He mentions, in his preface, the significance a tree has had 
in human history.

“In Shropshire in the English Midland stands the Royal Oak, where the provisional King Charles II is alleged to have hidden 
from Cromwell’s men after the Battle of Worcester. A Yew I met in a churchyard in Scotland has a label suggesting that the 
young Pontiius Pilate may have once sat in its shade. Even if Pilate wasn’t there, it was already centuries old at the time of 
Christ. Tane Mahuta, so named by the Maories of New Zealand still stands. The Moa’s and short winged eagle which once 
walked below and flew into its canopy are now gone. There are pines in California which germinated about the time human 
beings invented writing.” 

I know most of you admire trees (plants) of all sorts. In the horticultural field, they are the “backbones” of a garden’s design. 
Trees found in what we call “California”, are iconic throughout the world: Oaks, Redwoods, Sequoias, Madrones, Bays, Firs 
and Pines are only the start. Most of all,  I wanted to refresh your memories on the importance of trees to us and to the Earth. 

Here are the benefits of trees (referencing studies conducted by scientific groups and organizations): they take in carbon dioxide 
and give off oxygen, create habitat (food, shelter), increase atmospheric moisture, reduce run-off/ erosion, reduce noise, reduce 
pollution with filtering effect, reduce UVB exposure, help with mental health and healing, reduce temperatures in cities by 10 
degrees Farenheit, recharge ground water, and look pretty awesome. Additional crude benefits: lumber, property value increase 
and savings on your AC bill.

Keep on planting! 
"Trees" (1913) by Joyce Kilmer

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth's sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree

Eliot's Oak
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Thou ancient oak! whose myriad leaves are loud
With sounds of unintelligible speech,
Sounds as of surges on a shingly beach,
Or multitudinous murmurs of a crowd;
With some mysterious gift of tongues endowed,
Thou speakest a different dialect to each;
To me a language that no man can teach,
Of a lost race, long vanished like a cloud.
For underneath thy shade, in days remote,
Seated like Abraham at eventide
Beneath the oaks of Mamre, the unknown
Apostle of the Indians, Eliot, wrote
His Bible in a language that hath died
And is forgotten, save by thee alone.

The Oak Tree
by Mary Howitt
Sing for the Oak Tree,
The monarch of the wood;
Sing for the Oak Tree,
That groweth green and good;
That groweth broad and branching
Within the forest shade;
That groweth now, and yet shall grow
When we are lowly laid!

The Oak Tree
by Anonymous
The oak tree is a brave old tree,
It lives to be quite old,
It gives good shade in summer,
And stands the winter's cold.
The men who build the stately ships
That sail across the sea
Think there's no wood so strong, so good
As the brave old white oak tree

John Keats Hyperion, excerpt 
from Book I 
...Those green-rob’d senators of 
mighty woods,
Tall oaks, branch-charmed by the 
earnest stars,
Dream, and so dream all night 
without a stir...”

San Luis Obispo County Planning Dept:  Screw the damn trees... we need houses (Editor)



Protecting California’s Native Flora since 1965
The California Native Plant Society is a statewide non-profit organization of amateurs and
professionals with a common interest in California’s plants. The mission of the Society is to increase
understanding and appreciation of California’s native plants and to preserve them in their natural
habitat through scientific activities, education and conservation. Membership is open to all.
Membership includes the journal, Artemisia;  the quarterly Flora, which gives statewide news and
announcements of the activities and conservation issues, and the chapter newsletter, Obispoensis.

San Luis Obispo Chapter of the
California Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 784
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Join Today! 
☐ Student / Limited Income $25
☐ Individual $50
☐ Plant Lover $120 
☐ Supporter $500 
☐ Patron $1,000 
☐ Benefactor $2,500

I wish to affiliate with the San Luis Obispo Chapter

Inquiries: 
Phone: (916) 447-2677 Fax: (916) 447-2727 (State) 
e-mail: cnps@cnps.org (State)

Websites:
Websites: www.cnps.org (State) & www.cnpsslo.org (Local)

GIFT MEMBERSHIP RECIPIENT 
Name ____________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________
 
City _____________________________________________
 
State _____________________ Zip Code _______________

Do you want CNPS to send gift recipient a postcard identifying you
 as giftor ☐ Yes ☐ No

✁
☐ New ☐ Renewal ☐ Gift            

Name _________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________
 
City __________________________________________________________
 
State _____________________             Zip Code _______________
           
Telephone ________________________________________

E-mail__________________________________* NEEDED FOR NEWSLETTER 
Please make your check payable to CNPS and mail to: 
attn Membership, California Native Plant Society, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5130

Print, Clip & Mail, or use QR Code

Retail Sales Manager
Joyce Bauerie
whaledreamsATyahooDOTcom

Historian
Dirk R. Walters (805) 543-7051
drwaltersATcharterDOTnet

Invasive Plants Control
Mark Skinner
mks333ATsbcglobalDOTnet

Membership
LynneDee Althouse
LynneDee.slo.cnpsATgmailDOT
com

Rare Plant Coordinator
Kristen Nelson
kmnelson.nativeplantsATgmailDOTcom

Web Site Coordinator
David Krause (805) 459-9007
dkincmbriaATaolDOTcom

Hospitality
Lauren Brown: (805) 
570-7993
lbrown805ATcharterDOTnet

Chapter Publications
Matt Ritter
mritterATcalpolyDOTedu

THE GOOD PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE CHAPTER ‘HAPPEN’ AND HOW TO FIND THEM

        WE ALWAYS NEED PEOPLE TO HELP OUT.   OUR MISSION IS VITAL AND OUR FLORA IS AT RISK.
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Cal Poly Faculty 
Representative
Dena Grossenbacher
denagrosATgmailDOTcom

Cal Poly Student 
Representative
Maya Netto
mrnettoATcalpolyDOTedu

Acting President
David Chipping (805) 
528-0914 
dchippinATcalpolyDOTedu

Vice President
Dena Grossenbacher
denagrosATgmailDOTcom

Secretary
Cindy Roessler 
skanticsATgmailDOTcom

Treasurer
David Krause (805) 459-9007
dkincmbriaATaolDOTcom

Chapter Council Rep.
Melissa Mooney 
mjmoonATcharterDOTnet

Conservation/Legislation
David Chipping
(805) 528-0914
dchippinATcalpolyDOTedu

Newsletter Editor David  Chipping (805) 528-0914 dchippinATcalpolyDOTedu

Photography
Photo Curator
David Chipping (805) 
528-0914 
dchippinATcalpolyDOTedu

Chapter Wholesale Contact
Linda Chipping (805) 528-0914
lindachippingATyahooDOTcom

Education
Zach Tanner
ztannerATgmailDOTcom
Susi Bernstein
susi.slo.cnpsATgmailDOTcom

Horticulture & Plant Sales
John Doyle (805) 748-7190
jdoylelandscapingATgmailDOTcom

Field Trips
Bill Waycott (805) 459-2103
bill.waycottATgmailDOTcom

Plant Communities
Melissa Mooney
mjmoonATcharterDOTnet
Cindy Roessler 
skanticsATgmailDOTcom

Workshops
Mindy Trask
mindymmtATyahooDOTcom
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