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Mock Heather: Ericameria ericoides
Dr. Dirk Walters 

On a recent walk in the Montana De Oro dunes near Morro Bay, Dr. Chipping and I observed a very disturbing sight.  We noted that 
in the back dune areas where mock heather used to be dominant, it is becoming sparse.  Unfortunately, it is being replaced by nearly 
pure stands of veldt grass and those veldt grass stands appear to be expanding.  I remember this same area from the 1970s when it 
was covered with mostly mock heather shrubs.  I wish I had a remedy or two for this man-made problem, but I don’t. The species is 
nearly always on a sandy substrate, especially on our coastal dunes when it flowers in late summer and early fall.

Mock or false heather is member of the Sunflower family or Asteraceae (Compositae). This family 
is characterized by bearing its tiny flowers in flower-like clusters called heads.  Within the head can 
be found two types of flowers.  The most conspicuous ones are the ray flowers, which display their 
three fused petals as a long strap. Ray flowers possess only a fertile pistil and no stamens or male 
parts.  The second type of flower is found tightly packed in the center of the head and its corolla is 
shaped like a tube with five regularly spaced teeth on top.  These flowers are perfect (bearing both 
stamens and pistils) and are either called tube flowers based on their corolla or disk flowers based on 
their position in the head.  Disk flowers are restricted to the head’s center and are bunched tightly 
together to form what resembles a disk in the center of the head.  The flowers in the head are 
surrounded by several over-lapping series of bracts that can be mistaken for sepals. The sepals 
(pappus) are dry bristles or scales or absent. The heads of sunflowers are easily mistaken for 
ordinary single flowers.  The bracts resemble sepals, the ray flowers resemble petals, and the disk 
flowers resemble the rest of a flower.  Such a flower cluster (inflorescence) can be termed a false 
flower or pseudoanthia.  Plants bearing heads of flowers are very common in our area, as well as 
California as a whole.  Roughly one in four or five plants in California bears a head inflorescence. 

Both the genus name (Ericameria) and specific epithet (ericoides) comes from the same root, ‘Eric’ 
or ‘Erica’.  ‘Erica’ is the genus of true heather which dominates much of Northern Europe.  Land 
dominated by heather is called heath lands or moors.  Soils are usually waterlogged and very acid.  
They are not very productive.  Much of this acreage is due to human activity.  Much of what is now 
covered by heather was forest when humans arrived, but the forest was cut down and then grazed 
with cattle, sheep and goats.  After the forest was removed, the water table rose and saturated the 
surface soil.  Under these conditions, only the heather could grow.  Heather is a flowering shrub in 
the same family as our manzanitas.  The one common characteristic of most heathers, however, is 
their leaves.  They are usually very narrow to almost needle-like.  Further, secondary leaves are 
produced in the angles (axils) of the primary leaves such that they tend to form dense clusters at 
every node.  A second look at Bonnie’s drawing on the right will show that our mock heather’s 
leaves are almost needle-shaped and are forming flat clusters at each of the nodes.  Thus, it’s the 
leaves of mock heather that account for the root name (Erica).  The rest of the genus name ‘meria’
refers to a succession of parts, probably referring to the appearance of the leaves at successive nodes.  The   suffix, ‘oides’, simply 
means ‘looks like’ or resembles.  Therefore, Ericameria ericoides translates into the heather-leafed plant that resembles heather.  You 
say this is overkill.  But recall that this plant was originally called Happlopappus ericoides.  The common name for its former genus 
was golden bush.  With this name, our mock heather becomes merely the golden bush that resembles heather. 

 Ericameria ericoides in flower (left) and in seed (right). The seed is wind-dispersed. (photos D. Chipping)
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Top Left: Ericameria arborescens at Hi Mountain (D. Chipping); Top Right: Ericameria cuneata var. spathulata at Branch 
Mountain (G. Butterworth);  Bottom Left: Ericameria linearifolia at Chimineas Ranch (D. Chipping); Bottom Right: Ericameria 
nauseosus on Highway 58 (G. Butterworth)

Other Ericameria species in SLO County
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Chapter Monthly Program
Thursday, October 3rd,  San Luis Obispo Vets Hall

(corner of Mill St. and Grand Ave)
 Seed Exchange 6 pm; Social Gathering 7pm;   Business and Program Starts 7:30pm.

Kyle Nessen
Title: Monarchs in the Storm: How New Technologies Unveil Hidden Overwintering 

Butterfly Behavior

Monarch butterflies are an iconic pollinator species that occur across all of 
North America. They are famous for their annual mass migration from their 
summer breeding grounds to overwintering sites in the mountains of Mexico 
and the Pacific Coast. San Luis Obispo and our surrounding counties are home 
to some of the largest and most important California overwintering groves, 
providing fantastic displays where tens of thousands of butterflies can be found 
on a single tree. In this talk, I'll discuss the natural history of monarch butterflies 
and their unrivaled migratory behavior. I'll also present the status of my master's 
thesis, which uses innovative technologies such as drones, wind simulation, and 
time-elapse photography to better understand how monarch butterflies endure 
our intense winter storms and how we can conserve their habitat for decades to 
come.

Kyle Nessen has been a biologist and botanist on the central coast since 2011. 
He specializes in integrating technology, such as GIS, drones, and cameras, into 
natural history studies and his consulting work. Kyle studied at Cuesta College 
and Cal Poly SLO, earning a bachelor's degree in Biology focusing on botany. 
He works at Althouse and Meade, Inc. as the Techincal Innovation Program 
Manager and also contributes as a CNPS Certified Consulting Botanist. Kyle is 
currently pursuing his master's degree at Cal Poly under Dr. Ritter, Dr. Yost, and 
Dr. Villablanca, studying overwintering monarch butterflies.

Seed Exchange to be held October 3rd 6pm – 7pm before the chapter meeting at the 
Veteran’s Memorial Building

Bring your seeds!  Share your bounty!  This is a chance to nab some of the many seeds that are not always commercially available.  
It’s a chance to experiment.  Try something new.  Find what will grow in your environment.

You do not need to bring seeds to participate in our seed exchange.  Our purpose is to get more native plants into people’s gardens.  
We certainly will not restrict our exchange to those who already have a garden full of mature seed producing plants.
Growing from seed is a chance to grow plants with just a bit of effort on your part.  Some are easy, some are hard.  Dara Emery’s 
book Seed Propagation of Native California Plants is a great resource and will be available for purchase at the seed exchange.  
Growing from seed offers many benefits.  Among them is the genetic diversity that can be carried forward by seed-grown plants.  
Plants grown from cuttings are clones with the same genetic makeup as the parent plant.  The diversity that comes from seed-
grown plants means that you can’t be sure exactly what you are going to get.  Most times it is a plant very similar to its parent. 
These seeds are generally from garden-grown plants and many of those gardens have several species of the same genus.  Some 
plants cross easily so you might have something a bit different from the parent plant.  It might even be the next great thing!

Details:  The room will be opened around 5:30pm.  Table set up will take a few minutes.  Be ready to display your seeds on a table.   
Your contribution should be labeled as to genus and species and sometimes it is very helpful to know where the seed was collected.  
It would be nice if it was cleaned of non-seed material but not strictly necessary.  There will be envelopes and pencils available but 
it would be nice if you brought your own recycled envelopes. We will be starting cleanup around 7pm to enable us to join in on the 
social time before the meeting begins at 7:30.  Any left-over seed that remains with me may be packaged for sale at the plant sales.

It should be fun!  Marti
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Public Outreach at 
Pismo Preserve

At the end of June, CNPS-SLO had an informational 
table at the Pismo Preserve, the popular open space 
preserve in Pismo Beach owned by The Land 
Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County.  We 
showcased some of the most common native plants 
found on the nearby “Vamonos Trail," and the display 
definitely attracted some visitors and good 
conversations. We participated along with The Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate Conservation and The Land 
Conservancy of SLO County, with all of our three 
tables well-positioned near the main entrance to the 
Preserve’s trails. It was a very pleasant way to spend 
a couple of hours on a Sunday. If you would enjoy 
spreading the native plant gospel on a Sunday too, let 
us know. We’d love to have your help.

Contact Susi Bernstein 
susi.slo.cnpsATgmailDOTcom
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Lichen of the Month- Buellia maritima
This is a crustose lichen, photographed on rocks at Estero 
Bluffs State Park. The lichens of this genus are sometimes 
called ‘button lichens’ referring to the raised apothecia where 
spores are developed. In San Luis Obispo County it is usually 
found on rocks near the coast, with specimens collected at San 
Simeon State Park, Harmony Cove State Park, and Estero 
Bluffs at Villa Creek. It is found in coastal areas at low 
elevations in southwestern North America and the 
Mediterranean regions of southern Europe and North Africa.

Photo: D. Chipping

Uruguayan Water-primrose Ludwigia hexapetala  (Photo by Shin-
Ming Ku   CC BY-NC 4.0)

Floating Water-primrose Ludwigia peploides  (Photo byD, Chipping)

Ludwigia
In Dr. Keil’s SLO county flora, the evening primrose family members within the County are nearly all native. Exceptions are Fuchsia, two 
species of evening primrose (Oenothera biennis and Oenothera speciosa), all horticultural escapees, and two species of water-loving water-
primrose (Ludwigia hexapetala and Ludwigia peploides.) As Ludwigia is found on the beds of slow-moving streams such as Atascadero Creek 
and the Salinas River, the chances are that you have not run into these plants unless wading in the water. Both have flowers like small suncups, 
differing in that L. hexapetala flower is hairy and will have flowers with 5 or 6 petals that are 18-29 mm in size, in contrast to L. peploides  
with a glabrous 5-petal flower with petals 9-13 mm in size. The leaves are also distinctly different (see photographs.)

Ludwigia hexapetala and Ludwigia peploides are considered by the California Invasive Plant Council to have a ‘High”  ranking meaning “the 
species may have severe ecological impacts on physical processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation structure. Their reproductive 
biology and other attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal and establishment. Most are widely distributed ecologically.”

LOOKING BACK: WHAT THE OLD OCTOBER NEWSLETTERS TELL US

October 2014: There was a field trip to the Morro Bay sandspit to see fall-flowering plants and to La Purisima Mission. We note 
that the drought was putting plants under extreme stress. We encouraged attendance at a U.C. Extension workshop on oak pests 
and diseases. The CNPS General Meeting was the traditional contributory slide show and dessert feed.

October 2004: Larry Vierheilig wrote about how to make hardwood cuttings. Readers were told of an ice-plant removal project 
at the Piedras Blancas Lighthouse. The Nipomo Native Garden held a Plant Sale, and there was a show of botanic illustrations 
at the Dunes Center in Guadalupe.The CNPS General Meeting was the traditional contributory slide show and dessert feed.

October 1994: We addressed the rehabilitation of the Highway 41 Fire and the pressure on the USFS to re-seed with non-native 
grasses. We attended the California Fish and Game Commission hearings on the listing of Morro manzanita. We were 
advocating for a Habitat Conservation Plan to cover the manzanita and the Morro Bay kangaroo rat. We were active in the City 
of San Luis Obispo’s Environmental Task Force.

October 1984: Malcolm McLeod reported on the Rare Plant Committee’s work including the rediscovery of Eschscholzia 
rhombipetala. The General Meeting featured Carol Bornstein talking of the meadow creation at Santa Barbara Botanic Garden. 
October field trips were planned for Shark Inlet, Camp Hunter-Liggett, the Pinnacles, and Big Sur’s Vicente Flat.
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Chapter Donation of Native Plants to Cambria Grammar School Native Garden
CNPS donated plants to the Cambria Grammar School for their native plant and butterfly garden. We received a Peace Honor for our 
donation at their Peace Rally. We congratulate teachers Julie Castle and Toni Mertens who are developing and maintaining the 
garden. Below are some photos of the impressive installation.

California Native Plants for Santa Maria
Plantas nativas de California para Santa María

Santa Maria Public Library, 421 S. McClelland Street, Santa Maria, CA 93454

Saturday, October 5th at 10:00am

On Saturday, October 5th at 10am, CNPS-SLO will be offering a bilingual presentation about gardening with native plants at the City 
of Santa Maria Public Library. The presentation will talk about California native plants well-suited to Santa Maria and other coastal 
portions of the County. Bill Waycott and Zach Tanner with CNPS-SLO will discuss how to select, grow, and use these native plants in 
your garden. They will also talk about some of the wonderful native plants local to the area.
The presentation will include a photo tour of featured plants, a list of recommended plants for the garden, and a question-and-answer 
period at the end. Free to all and no reservation is required. Spanish translation will also be provided for any native Spanish 
speakers. We hope to see you there.     
After you get inspired to garden and grow natives, purchase your native plants at the fall native plant sale. The San Luis Obispo 
chapter of the California Native Plant Society will hold their fall plant sale Saturday, November 2nd. A few weeks before the sale, their 
website will feature descriptions of the plants that will be available at the sale and offer pre-ordering. Browsing and purchase of plants 
will also be available at the sale. Check the CNPS-SLO website in late September for details on the fall plant sale.
We also have a SLO County native landscape planting guide on the chapter website that is especially helpful with five easy 
garden projects and steps to get your yard ready for a native garden. More resources for designing and maintaining native plant 
gardens are at the CNPS SLO website here.

https://cnpsslo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/planting_guide-slo_chapter.pdf
https://cnpsslo.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/planting_guide-slo_chapter.pdf
https://cnpsslo.org/resources/growing-natives/
https://cnpsslo.org/resources/growing-natives/
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                                              Membership Corner

We would like to acknowledge the support our Chapter has recently received (May to August 2024) from 
members listed below. Welcome and thank you to our new CNPS-SLO members. Many thanks for the 
continued support of our renewing members. You are the life-blood of our Chapter and the California 
Native Plant Society. We currently have 497 members in our Chapter! For membership-related issues, 
please contact LynneDee (lynnedee.slo.cnps@gmail.com). 

Susan B., Shasta B., Melissa C., Franziska C., Desirae C., Keith E., Ted F., Francesca F., Patrick F., 
Georgie Ann G., John G., Nancy H., Valerie H., Dan H., Daniel J., Cheryl K., Zachary K., Tamara K., Terry 
M., Aimee M., Linda M., Marilyn M., Kate M., Cassie M., Karen N., Karen O., Meg P., Terry P., Kristin P., 
Louis P., Georgia P., Ira R., Cindy R., Tina S., Robert S., Daniel S., Peter S., Amy S., James S., Faith S., 
Jan S., and Bob V.

Acorn Larder: Three Bridges. (D. Chipping)

Family Sketch and Plant Hike - Three Bridges 
Preserve, Atascadero

Saturday Sept. 28, 2024; 9:30am - 11:30am

Santa Margarita Lake Bike Ride
Saturday October 12, 2024; 10 am-2 pm 

FIELD TRIPS

What is there to see in the fall?  Fall foliage! Leaves on the ground, everywhere!   
The oaks are making acorns and this is a big year. This is an easy loop trail where 
we’ll stop and draw and name a few plants and their leaves, acorns, bark and 
anything else we find. It’s aimed at 5-10 year olds, but all are welcome. Art materials 
are provided and you can take your sketchbook home. 
Contact Judy Johnson-Williams for more info:  judy_j-w@ix.netcom.com.

Please sign the Waiver at the WaiverSign Link: 

Join us for an autumn road ride along the south shore of the lake. This is an out and 
back ride of roughly 6 miles on paved and dirt roads, with an elevation gain of 250 
ft. and one steep hill on the return of 60 ft.  For advance riders, there is an alternative 
route on trails in the hills, with the same destination. Vaca Flats is the turn around 
point, a good place for an early lunch at picnic tables. Bring adequate water, food, 
bike helmet, and dress in layers for the weather. Meet at the intersection of Pozo 
Road and Santa Margarita Lake Road. (35.318269, -120.508201). Please sign the 
Liability Waiver and register for this event by clicking the link below. For questions 
or information contact David 805-459-9007 or Bill 805-459-2103. Rain or threat of 
rain cancels.

Please sign the Waiver at the WaiverSign Link: 

Biking at Santa Margarita Lake. (D.Krause)

WaiverSign

WaiverSign

mailto:lynnedee.slo.cnps@gmail.com
mailto:lynnedee.slo.cnps@gmail.com
mailto:judy_j-w@ix.netcom.com
mailto:judy_j-w@ix.netcom.com
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-%2520Three%2520Bridges%2520September%2520Sketch%2520Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-09-28T23:59:59.999Z
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-%2520Three%2520Bridges%2520September%2520Sketch%2520Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-09-28T23:59:59.999Z
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-%2520Three%2520Bridges%2520September%2520Sketch%2520Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-09-28T23:59:59.999Z
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-%2520Three%2520Bridges%2520September%2520Sketch%2520Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-09-28T23:59:59.999Z
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-%2520Three%2520Bridges%2520September%2520Sketch%2520Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-09-28T23:59:59.999Z
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS-%2520Three%2520Bridges%2520September%2520Sketch%2520Walk-2024&eventDate=2024-09-28T23:59:59.999Z
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS--Santa%2520Margarita%2520Bike%2520Ride%25202024
https://app.waiversign.com/e/605434825bd9a600198d4bcc/doc/605436925bd9a600198d4c79?eventName=SLOCNPS--Santa%2520Margarita%2520Bike%2520Ride%25202024
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Top Row: Field Trips with Cindy Roessler (left) and Kristen Nelson (right); Center Left: Melinda Elster and Lauren Brown at the 
Breakfast Bar; Center Right: Jun Bando, CNPS Executive Director, addresses the Chapter Council; Bottom Left: Mardi Niles 
working on table decorations; Bottom Center: Setting up for dinner and the evening talk; Bottom Right: Woody Elliot, Chapter 
Council Vice-President enjoying Happy Hour.

 

 

 

Our Chapter Hosts the Statewide Chapter Council Meeting at 

Rancho El Chorro Education Center
This major effort by our Chapter was coordinated by Melissa Mooney, who had planned out every chapter task and assigned people 
to do that task, and everything ran like clockwork. The weekend started on Friday with field trips for early arrivals, which included 
the CNPS Board of Directors. A morning field trip to the serpentine of Laguna Lake Park was led by Kristen Nelson, and an 
afternoon trip to the Cambria coast was led by Cindy Roessler. Mindy Trask hosted a dinner ‘Meet and Greet” at SLO Public Market. 

On Saturday, a volunteer crew under the direction of Melissa Mooney set up the room for the meeting and made sure the AV system 
was working. Lauren Brown coordinated breakfast for the members of the Board and Council, along with several helpers, while 
David Krause handled incoming reservations.  After the afternoon meeting, the Chapter hosted a Happy Hour with snacks from 
Lauren Brown and a beverage table by Mindy Trask and David Krause. There was heavy visitation to Joyce Bauerle’s newly 
restocked book table. She and Linda Chipping sold many books, including the new Flora and T-shirts.  Then everyone went to the 
hall for a catered dinner by Popolo. The tables had pretty flower displays previously put together by Susi Bernstein and Mardi Niles. 
Dr. Keil finished the evening discussing the creation of the County Flora, and was very well-received.
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Integrating Values of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice into the CNPS Organization 

Susi Bernstein

In Spring of 2024, the State CNPS published online its vision statement for diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice in the organization 
(https://www.cnps.org/deij). We have reprinted it here below for your consideration, and to let you know that we’ve been working to 
incorporate this same vision into our San Luis Obispo Chapter. If this subject resonates with you and you’d like to be part of the ongoing 
effort, please join us at our next online meeting which will be held later this Fall. Contact us at susi.slo.cnps@gmail.com to be included. 
We look forward to hearing your suggestions and comments.

The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) envisions a future in which native plant diversity flourishes, where all people have access to 
native plants in both the built environment and the wild, and where people of every background play a vital role in the conservation of our 
native plant heritage. We work to protect native plants and their habitats not only because we love nature, but because we are a part of 
nature. Wherever we live, whoever we are, the health of landscapes is intimately intertwined with the health of communities.

Everyone should be able to access and benefit from the natural world. As California’s Native Plant Society, we have a responsibility to 
address both structural and cultural barriers to experiencing nature and participating in the native plant community. We do so by 
integrating the values of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Justice (DEIJ) into every facet of our organization and our work. These values 
inform who we are and how we operate as volunteers, staff, and partners. 

Systemic racism is a prevalent and persistent problem. To address racism and other forms of discrimination today, and to avoid 
perpetuating the harms of the past, we must recognize the complex history of the modern conservation movement and overcome the 
ongoing legacy of settler colonialism. 

From its origins, the conservation movement idealized the myth of pristine landscapes, untouched by humans. This perspective helped 
justify and perpetuate the forced removal of Indigenous Peoples from their homelands. Government-sanctioned genocide and mass 
cultural erasure nearly destroyed Indigenous families, their traditional knowledge, and the practices that have stewarded California’s 
remarkable biodiversity for time immemorial. To this day, Indigenous Peoples, communities of color, low-income urban and rural 
communities, and other marginalized groups are too often excluded from and disproportionately harmed by key land use decisions.

We must do better, together. Today, CNPS is part of a diverse network of people and organizations who are re-imagining and re-shaping 
the environmental community in ways that elevate the interconnectedness of people and nature. With humility, we strive to be an effective 
collaborator, communicator, and changemaker in the service of this collective work. 

Native plant issues are multidimensional and multidisciplinary, and today’s native plant movement represents a wide range of views and 
interests. We are an organization that advocates for the best available science, but we also recognize that Western science isn’t the only 
lens through which people view and connect with plants. Just as biodiversity is essential to native plant communities, a diversity of 
perspectives and knowledge is necessary to achieve our mission. 

We commit to action. CNPS is actively focused on the following five areas to integrate DEIJ into our organization. 

1.	 Internal culture: We commit to building a culture rooted in trust, transparency, collaboration, and accountability -- informed by a 
broad array of perspectives. 

2.	 Education and public affairs: We commit to programs and communications that are inclusive, accessible, and equitable. We will 
provide welcoming experiences to all people, with broadly available offerings that are communicated clearly, relevant to our growing 
community, and center the needs, values, and voices of marginalized communities. 

3.	 Partnerships: We commit to building reciprocal relationships with communities of color, people with disabilities, low-income, 
rural, LGBTQ+, Indigenous, and other often-overlooked communities to ensure that our work is informed by and in service to these 
communities. 

4.	 Public Policy and Land Use: We commit to expanding our policy agenda and land management guidance in collaboration with 
marginalized communities to ensure that we are using our organizational power to illuminate and advocate for key issues that are central 
to native plants and the well-being of all communities. 

5.	 Science: We commit to contributing to a scientific community that is welcoming, humble, and accessible. We value and incorporate 
knowledge beyond the disciplines of Western science, including traditional ecological knowledge that Indigenous communities hold and 
choose to share. 

By integrating Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice values into our work, we build an organization and culture that honors both our 
collective passion for native plants – and the wellbeing and dignity of our diverse communities. We are a work in progress and welcome 
suggestions, questions, and ideas. Please send your feedback to the CNPS DEIJ Committee at DEIJ@cnps.org.

https://www.cnps.org/deij
https://www.cnps.org/deij
mailto:susi.slo.cnps@gmail.com
mailto:susi.slo.cnps@gmail.com
mailto:DEIJ@cnps.org
mailto:DEIJ@cnps.org


Protecting California’s Native Flora since 1965
The California Native Plant Society is a statewide non-profit organization of amateurs and
professionals with a common interest in California’s plants. The mission of the Society is to increase
understanding and appreciation of California’s native plants and to preserve them in their natural
habitat through scientific activities, education and conservation. Membership is open to all.
Membership includes the journal, Artemisia;  the quarterly Flora, which gives statewide news and
announcements of the activities and conservation issues, and the chapter newsletter, Obispoensis.

San Luis Obispo Chapter of the
California Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 784
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406

Join Today! 
☐ Student / Limited Income $25
☐ Individual $50
☐ Plant Lover $120 
☐ Supporter $500 
☐ Patron $1,000 
☐ Benefactor $2,500

I wish to affiliate with the San Luis Obispo Chapter

Inquiries: 
Phone: (916) 447-2677 Fax: (916) 447-2727 (State) 
e-mail: cnps@cnps.org (State)

Websites:
Websites: www.cnps.org (State) & www.cnpsslo.org (Local)

GIFT MEMBERSHIP RECIPIENT 
Name ____________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________
 
City _____________________________________________
 
State _____________________ Zip Code _______________

Do you want CNPS to send gift recipient a postcard identifying you
 as giftor ☐ Yes ☐ No

✁
☐ New ☐ Renewal ☐ Gift            

Name _________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________
 
City __________________________________________________________
 
State _____________________             Zip Code _______________
           
Telephone ________________________________________

E-mail__________________________________* NEEDED FOR NEWSLETTER 
Please make your check payable to CNPS and mail to: 
attn Membership, California Native Plant Society, 2707 K Street, Suite 1, 
Sacramento, CA 95816-5130

Print, Clip & Mail, or use QR Code

Retail Sales Manager
Joyce Bauerle
whaledreamsATyahooDOTcom

Historian
Dirk R. Walters (805) 543-7051
drwaltersATcharterDOTnet

Invasive Plants Control
Mark Skinner
mks333ATsbcglobalDOTnet

Membership
LynneDee Althouse
LynneDeeATalthouseandmeade
DOTcom

Rare Plant Coordinator
Kristen Nelson
kmnelson.nativeplantsATgmailDOTcom

Web Site Coordinator
David Krause (805) 459-9007
dkincmbriaATaolDOTcom

Hospitality
Lauren Brown: (805) 
570-7993
lbrown805ATcharterDOTnet

Chapter Publications
Matt Ritter
mritterATcalpolyDOTedu

THE GOOD PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE CHAPTER ‘HAPPEN’ AND HOW TO FIND THEM

        WE ALWAYS NEED PEOPLE TO HELP OUT.   OUR MISSION IS VITAL AND OUR FLORA IS AT RISK.
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Cal Poly Faculty 
Representative
Dena Grossenbacher
denagrosATgmailDOTcom

Cal Poly Student 
Representative
Maya Netto
mrnettoATcalpolyDOTedu

Acting President
David Chipping (805) 
528-0914 
dchippinATcalpolyDOTedu

Vice President
Dena Grossenbacher
denagrosATgmailDOTcom

Secretary
Cindy Roessler 
skanticsATgmailDOTcom

Treasurer
David Krause (805) 459-9007
dkincmbriaATaolDOTcom

Chapter Council Rep.
Melissa Mooney 
mjmoonATcharterDOTnet

Conservation/Legislation
David Chipping
(805) 528-0914
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